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U.S, Department ^of State telegrams, . 

• ..rUITE 187 frCT. Geneva,; 16 June 195^ (TS) - .. ^ . 

SECTO 553 from -Geneva, v2 'July 195^ .(TS)-. ' 

Dillon 32. from Paris, 2 July 195^ ' (TS) ■ ’ . ' - 
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■ SECTO 633 from Geneva, I8 July 195^ (TS) " 

SECTO -6ii5. ffcsn Geneva, iS Jiily 195^-. (TS) . . . . . . 
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Statem^t of Tran Van Do in. George McTuraan Kahin and John V7. Levis, 
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u7s. Department of State, telegrams. No. 2757. from Paris., April 29; 
I95I4; SECTO 65!^ and 655 frcsn Geneva, iS- July 195^;' SECTO o73 from 
Geneva, I9 July 195^* . "Ngo Dinh Diem on Elections in Vietnam," 

(July 16, 1955) in Marvin E. Gcttleman, ed., Vietnam (New York:- 
Fawcett, I965), 193“-19^< . 

"Agreement on the Cessation of Kostilities in Vietnam, July 20, 195^;” 
in U.S, Congress, Senate, Background Infoination Relating to Southeast 
Asia and Vietnam,- Ccmnittee on Foreign Relations, 90th Congress, 1st 
Session, Camsifsee Print, 3d Revised Edition (V/ashington: GPO, July, 

.1967); 50-62. 
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Jm Department of State telegrams SECTO 632 and 6^5 of I7 and I8 July, 
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Press, 1983), 6. Also, U.S. Department of State, "Viet Minh Heac- 
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C, in U.S. Interagency Intelligence Committee, "The North Vietnamese 
. Pole in the Origin, Direction and S^^pbrt of the War in South Vietnam" ■ 

• (DIAAP-4, May, 19^7) S,' Draft, Supporting Documents, Vol. 1, No.‘ 15; ' 

. and Robert Shaplen, The • Lost Revolution (New York: Haixer fit Rov, I965), 
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Press, 19^67, 3^. . ^ ^ ^ "TT" - 

9* • Bernard B. Pall, ed.. Ho Chi Minh On Revolution (New York: Praeger, 
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■ - 195^ 99-101 » Department of State, tele^am, Dulles to Paris, 1^398, L‘ 

June h, 1955f .(TS). . . ' . 
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' • The Viet Ham Header (Nev York: Vintage, 19^5 )j 29I; also, Kahin and 

Levis, The United States in Vietnam , op. cit ., 58-57* 
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other hand; bound by its terms"; and; U.S. Department of State, 

• "Legal Basis for U.S. Military Aid to South .Vietn^, " Vietnam Infor- 
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John “Norton Moore^ . "The lawfulness of Military Assistance to the 
Bepublic of. Vietnam/* American Journal of International LaV ;' Vol. 61, 

- No. 1 (January, 1967 ) . 2-4 ; and HoneyT op « c it T , 40-417 ~ 
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195^1; TS; B.S.N. Murti; Vietnam' Divided (New York: Asia Publishing 
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: Gettleman, ed., Vietnam , op. cit ., 217-218; and Bernard B. Fall, 
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Also, CIA, National Intelligence Estimate, . "Possible Developments in 
. .South Vietnam" (NIE 631-2-55, 26 April 1955)r TS;. Memorandum for the . 

; Assistant Secretary, of Defense (ISA) from his Deputy,. "Programs for, 
the Implementation ^of U^S. Policy Toward South Vietnam; " (13 April 
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•- ’^:' nam)". (9 .hiay 1955), : TS; Staff Study^ . ;0SD/ISA, 13 April 1955, "Programs 
■ • . -for the . Implementation of U.S. Policy Toward South Vietnam," TS. ; 

. 18. CIA, Current Intelligence V/eekly Beview , 16 December 195^, 9-1^* 
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1955, end 5 May 1955. Also, CIA National Intelligence Estimate,, 
‘‘probable Developments in North Vietnam to July 1956" (NIE 63 -1-55, 

19 July 1955), S, 9-10. . - 

»20. ’ CIA, Current Intelligence Weekly Beview , 5 May 1955, Part I. 
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22. Beport of the Saigon Military Mission^ .195^^-1955 (innsdale Report), S. 

23. Reported in the Rev York Time s (March 3j 195^)^ end Econonisl 
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24. See Report In. Manchester Guardian , March 5/ 1956. 

25. Haznner, op . cit. , 342-344, 346; P. J..Eoney, ed.. North Vietnam Today 
(New York: Praeger, 1962), 30-32;; Kahin end Levis, cit ., 

26. Quoted in Gettleman, ed. j Vietnam, ' op. cit ., 193-194. U.S, Congress, 

Ccmmittee I^int. : 


27. Background Inf orEiEtion . . . , op. cit ., 83. . 
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”Hov the French Got Out of Vietnam,” op. cit ., 89; U.S. Dept, of 
State, Memorandum dated 5 May 1955^' "U.S. Views on' All Vietnam 

■■•Elections,” (S), in Dept of Stats Research Memorandum, "The Shift •. 

in the United States Position Towards Vietnamese Elections Under •• 

' the Geneva Accords," {R^-765, 1 Sept I9 65), (S); Dept, of State* 
Memorandum of Conversation between Senator Hike Mansfield and 
Assistant Secretary of .State .Vfelter B. Robertson, 7 Dec 1954, (TS). 

29* OCB, "Progress Report...," ^C .5405, op. cit ., and "Review of U.S, 

. ••■ Policy in the Far East," NSC '5429, op. cit . Also, CIA, National . 

■ Intelligence Estimate, -"Post -Geneva Outlook in Indochina," (WIE 
: 63-5-54, 3 August 1954) (S), 1, 4,;6. ■ 

30. - Dept of State,’ "U.S. Views on All. Vietnam Elections, " op , cit . ' 

31* . Ibid ., Dept.- of State . K^-765, "The Shift in U.S. Position. " op. cit . 
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\ . . May and June, ..I956; July,. 1957; March, I95S; July, I959; and JiOy, ' 

. i960. Phillipe Devillers, in Honey, ed., Noith Vietnam Today , op. ' 

■ cit., .30-33- CIA, NSC Briefing for 12 July 1955; CIA, Current Intel - 
ligence VJeelily Review .(7 July 1955)> B.S.H. Murti, Vietnam Divided, . 
op. cit ., lBl-1847.. 


33* Devillers, in Honey, ed., North Vietnam Today, loc. cit.; Murti, on. 
cit ., 176; CIA, NIE .63^2-57 ~(i4~M3y. 1957)7 op« cit.,~67 

34. Docuiiicnts Relating to British Involvement in the Indochina Conflict, 
1954- 19657 Mlsc. No. 25. (London; IKSO, 1965), 124-125. 

35. CIA, Memorandum for the Record, 8 Februaiy^ 1957; Murti, op, cit ., 

• 176-177; John Noiton Moore, o p. clt .y 3, n.7* United Nations .Goreral 
Assembly, O fflcl g. 1 Record s, Eleventh Sc scion, Sue cial Political Committee- 
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36. Aaerican Friends of Vietnam^ Americans-: Stake in Vietnam (New* fork: 
Carnegie Press^- 1956)*^ 69 . 

/ 

37 . KSC 5612/1 (Septenber, I 956 ); IJSC 5809 (2 .April I 958 ). The First 

■ Indochina War culminated in Viet Minh military victory and the 
Geneva Conference of 195^^ “but during it a Vietnamese government 
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Viet Nams , op. cit ., 210-223). ,. ■ / 

. The United States recognized Bao Dai*s. regime, the GVIT, on 

February 7^ 19?0- had no relations vith the DRV, although for 
six months after the departure of the IT-ench from the DRV in 1955, 
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persistent DRV isolation and harassment. Since, the United States 
has maintained full relations with OTI, but not even a postal, 
exchange vd.th the DRV. ( Ibid . 3 I 9 I, , 19^ ).. However, although no’ 
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ttay also have .been an answer to Kruschev-'s 11 April I 956 speech on 
"peaceful competition”; . Cf U, S . Dept .- of State, Soviet World Outlook 
' (Publication 6836 ,?' July. 1959)^ 98 • ^ ^ ^ ^ 

39 * "Agreement on the Cessation of Hostilities in Vietnam," in U.S. 
Congress, Background Information . . . , op. cit. , 5^. 

1^-0. The table is from Fourth Interim Report of the International Com- 
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U*S. Navy alone moved 310;848 refugees in "Operation Exodus," d/ 
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650,000 refugees from the North, e/ a XJ.S. Department of State 
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■ 63 . 1 - 3-55 "Probable Developments in Vietnam to July I 956 " 

(n October 1955 ) /SECRET ' 

U , S . . state Department •; " iif oimat ion on Refugees . . . , " op . c it . ; 

CIA, National Intelligence Survey, North Vietnam (NI^ 43C, 

General Survey, July.l9t>4},.;ivv . 

U.S. Dept, of State, ."Inf opnat ion '.on Refugees in Vietnam," op. cit ...- 

■ Chester A. Bain, Vietnam,- The Roots of Conflict ( New York: Prentice 

Hall, 1967 ), . 120-121; cf. ■ Bui Van Luong and Bernard Fall in 
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Viet Nans , op. cit ., 154. 
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Viet Minh cadre; Bernard B. Fall, T}*ie Viet-Minh Regime (New .York: 
institute of pacific Bela o ions, l^b)) 11^-155; Bernard B. Fall, 
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Le Viet Minh (Paris f AT-Cc5liiij i 960 ), IOI-IO 5 (PAKD Translation; 

Incl to L- 13^39 of 19 July I 96 T); and George A. Carver; Jr.; 

!’The Faceless Viet Cong/’ Foreign Affairs (Vol -No. 3, April;. 

1966 ); 352 - 358 . Tne prcnonent of these undertakings vas Eo’s 
Sino-phile lieutenant Tryong Chinh; see Central Intelligence Agency; 
Biographic Handbook, Canbodia; Laos, North Vietnam. South Vietnara , 
{CIA/CB BH 6.6;, iten on Truong dated 15 March 1965; also Bernard 3. 
Fall; ed.; prjlner for Bevolt (Kev York: Praeger, I 963 ); XIX- XX; 

P. J. Honey; Ccsazaunlsm' in North Vietnaja , (Cambridge: M. I.T.- PresS; - 
1963 ); 11- 14; 32 ^ 5 ^ 4 6; and V?illiam Kaye; "A Bov/l of Rice 
Divided; The Economy of North Vietnam;" in P. J. Honey; ed.; North 
• Vietnam Today (New York: Praeger; 19^2 ), IO 7 -IO 8 .’ For Ho^s state- 
nent on Land Reform in late 1952j see Bernard B. Fall; ed.; Ho Chi 
Minh*s Revolution ; op. cit .; 258 - 269 . . “ 

45- The ICC source is Marti; op. cit .; 70-92. Thomas A* Dooley; Deliver 
~ Us I^om Evil ; in Dr. Tom Dooley's Three Great Books (Ne*./ YorkT r^rxar; 
Straus Cudahy;, 1960)^ 63-70; describes the propaganda struggle. 

Also, Bernard Fall; Tne Tv/o Viet NamS ; loc. clt ., Kahin and LeviS; ‘ 
op . cit .; T2-75; Jean lacouture; Vietnam: Between Tv/o Truce s (New 

York: Randcm House; I 966 ); 102 -10^ Tne Lansdale role is described 

.in the Report of the Saigon, Military liisslon; " on. cit . 

. 46. ibid .; Bain; op. cit .; Cift; . NIS 4'3C; o^^__c^.; 40., . . ■ 

47 . CINCPACFLT; "Role of the United States Navy;" in Richard V. Lindholm; 
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presents an unsympathetic critique . of Dooley, Cheme, et al, in "The 
Genesis of United States Support for Ngo Dinh Diem, " reprinted in 
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manipulated protest. These and other uses of refugees by the GvN 
are elaborated. in below. 
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Interim Beuort, op-elt;' ; 12-13,- 23-24. The Canadian 
■ - .. report inc-Lunes x.ne i'oj^ owing; 
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gated there vo-nd seem to be little doubt that these obstructions Ld 
. hinderances had been deliberately planned... it is stni not lo^klT 

w“b sn persons wishing to move fron one zone to ?he otL- 

v^. hfive been able to do so.,,.” 
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68. In part, this explains the political pov:er of the Buddhists acquired 
■ In 1963 — an amorphous religion, so essentially apolitical and un- 

vieldy that it vzs among the f ev Vietnamese institutions ignored by 
the communists, became the focus of Viet nationalism and a prime 
contributor to Dicm^s undoing. Cf., Roger Eilsman, To Move a Eat Ion 
\ (Nev York: Doubleday, I967)/ Bernard Fallas essay on the 

\ "Sears of Division" quotes a Vietnamese saying that success in life 
hinged on "3 D*s: — Diem (family connections); Dao (religion); end 
*■' Dis-phuong (province of origin). Tall, Viet- Kan Witness (Neu York: 
praeger, i960), 206-210. 


69* ICCj Fourth Interim Beport j op. clt .j 30.' 

• / 

TO. ClAj "probable Developments in North and South Yietnam Through Mid- 
195T/” (nib 63 - 56 ^ 17 July 1956 ),. 10. A thesis advanced by Bernard 
Fan that the Viet Minh deliberately sent the iamilies .of the stay- 
behinds norths so that .'the hard-core regulars vho remained in the 
south could engage in "mobile vari'ere, .vithout having to vorry about 
reprisals against their relatives,, " has not been substantiated in . . 
recent intervievrs vith -Viet Cong. Fall, The Tvo Viet-KarnSj on. cit., 

358. , 




. B.S.N. Murti,, Vietnam Divided , op. cit ., 22h; 0.S. Dept, of State/ • . 
"Southern Regroupees and Northerners in the Ccnmunist Military Force 
.• in South Yietnam,” (Research Memorandum E?E-i;9^ November 9 j‘1986),' . - . 

• ■ SECRET, iii«. Fall once accepted- a figure of 120,000, but later tended 
' to a ceiling of 100,000. ■ Cf./ Fall in Lindholm, ed., Viet- Nam , 
op, cit.j 5T; and T ^~n , .Vietna m Witness , op. cit ., 21^^ The 130,000 
total approximates the;.figures published by the Research Staff of the * 
-Council on Foreign Relations in .1958; 150^000 Viet Minh troops and 
their families, a/ Wilfred G. Burchett, the Australian ccmmunist, 
has referred to *^the vithdraval .of .the l40,COO Viet Minh and the* 

,. cadres to the north." ^ The statistic usually used in U.S. official - 
publications — for example in .the .1965 ’White Paper — Is 90^000 Viet 
Minh troops moved north,, and this ; is commonly regarded as an invaluable 
. ■ reservoir for the DHV^s -.subsequent infiltration of South Vietnam, c/ 

• But the dimension of this. resource; extended beyond 90,000 "trarriors." 

... . There were, Montagnards who ^proved' particularly useful in building and 
. ' ■/ protecting the -infiltration routes vdcr.m through the Laotian and Viet- 
namese - Highlands .- There, were also 'children, an obvious long-range 
•■' asset. .'The DRV set up a . special scho-ol for southern Montagnards, 

•' - and some elementaiy and higher schools were reserved for other . 

southern- children, e/ y; Moreover,, there is evidence that the ‘ Viet Minh 
- systematically, broadened; its family ties in the South through hundreds ' 
of hasty, . directed marriages for -departing ."varriors" and. by recruiting 
'" '•very young men. and boys ; just before departure ...f/.- ■ . ■ 


a/ R. pi' ^ebbius -and t;he ■ Research •' Staff of the .Council on : Foreign 
Relat ions j. The United States in World Affairs, 195^ (Nev York: 
Harper and Bros., I 996 ), 2b5j quoted in Kahin andTievis, United 
• ‘ States in Vietnam, op. cit., .'T5--- 


Wilfred G. Bruchett/" Vietnam, Inside Sto:pr^of the Guerrilla War 
(New York: . Intemstional ^blishsrs, 1985)^ 

c/. U*S. Dept, -of State, Aggression from the North (Washington: GPO, 
1965 ) (i)ept. of - State Publication 7839^ February, 1985 ); U- 
Intelligence estimates of the 195^-1958 period used the figure 
, 95,000; e.g. , NIS 63 - 58 , op. cit ., 6. 



. d/ The Band Corporation is sponsoring an extensive study of the 

DRV role in the southern insurgency^ based on captured documents 
and interviews with prisoners and defectors; three reports. pub- 
lished to date ere geroane: J. J. Zasloff^ "The Role* of North • 

Vietnam in the Southern Insurgency/' Bl'i-klkO-BB (Santa Monica: 

.RAI® Corporation, August, lo 66 ); Zasloff,. "Political Motivation 
of the Viet Cong:, the Viet Minh Regroupees, " RM-4703 -ISa/aR?A 
■ (Santa Monica; Corporation, August, I 966 ); Zasloff, 

"Origins of the Insurgency in South Vietnam, I 95 U-I 96 O: The 

Role of the Southern Viet Minh Cadres," R-I-5613 -Tsa/aKPA (Santa 
Monica: RAND Coiporation, March, 1967 ). Por data on children 
^..and Montagnards, see RvI-4ll+0, 33“3^; and R!-4703, 1 , 25 , 29 - 30 - ' ■ 

also Pall, The Two Viet-Nems , op. cit ., 358 . ■ . ^ • 

e/ Report 204/6*; of the GW National Interrogation Center,' Saigon 

■ cited in K.I-4703, op. cit ., 30-31; Cf., Wilfred G. Burchett, " * ’ 

• The Furtive War (New York: International- Publishers ^ 1963 ), l46-l47;' 

f/ Dennis Warner, The Last Confucian , op. cit . , l42-l43, reported 
. 500 marriages in Quang Ngai Province alone -- and 20,000 families 
there with close relatives in the North; Wesley Pishel, "Vietnam's. 
Mar of Attrition, " The Nev Leader (December 7, 1959), 17 identified 
300 marriages with departing Viet Minh in Binh Dinh Province: 
both cited in Hi-4l40, op. cit. , 33* Concerning the recruitment 
of youth, see H^-4703, op. cit. , 26; and the Report of the Saigon 
. . Military Mission, FY 1955 > (lansdale Report of i9'55),^34r • 

NIE 63 - 56 ^ op; cit ., 10. ‘ ‘ : \ - 

U,S. '.Interagency Intelligence Committee; Draft Memorandum, "The. • 

North Vietnamese Role in the Origin, -..Direction, and Support of the 
War in. South. Vietnam, 7 . (DIAAP-4, May,- 1967 ), op. -cit. / I 6 -I 7 . . . . ' 

."Agreement;, on ;the Cessation- of ...Hostilities in. Viet Nam, July 20, : . 

■ 195 ^ ^ ".and.. "Final Declaration of. Geneva Conference, July 21, ..1954, " 
;-;lnU,S. Congress, -Senate, Background' Information Relating to 'South- 
. east Asia and Vietnam , Cog^tteT on Foreign Relations (Was >n> p;;-.nnr 
GPO, March, 66. ■ ... 

A senior captain in the Viet Cong- intelligence service wote a " 
record of his ejrperiences in a document entitled ’ Regroupment Diar-v; 
according to this document, ■ his' political officer lectured the unit 
as follows: -a/ 


Have confidence in the leadership of the General Cemmittee. 
In tvro years, the count ly will be re-unified, because that 
yes the decision of an international body, which gives us 
reason to trust it. Tnis does not mean that ve should be 
too trustful, but v/e must continue to struggle. 




atandon- the people of -the South vho 
will stay to fight; when the tiiQe comes, they viH he led 

( 3 ) Those vho go north should feel happy in their duties. 

Those who remain behind should carry out the glorious 
■ e^'^^sted to them by the Party/ standing side by 

• side with the people in every situation of struggle." ^ 

stressed the dangers to which the stay- 

■ subjected. A Viet Cong cadre whose party hL?o^ 

ejctended back to I 930 stated that: ^ ^ ^ niSt,ory 

^ose vho did regroup did it voluntarily, after realiuinp 
that It vas uhe thing to do. They did it to protect theo- . ■ . 

, . ^Ives from being arrested by the authorities in the South 
iPhey were afraid of being charged with having participated* 
in the Hesistancc' before. . All cadres were afraid of future 
persecution by the South Vietnamese authorities; they all wanted 
to regrotg? They were afraid. " •. J- wanted 

the Beg^^ent^^ records that one aadre bet his cdarad»s 
toee to ten, the countiy von t be reunified in two yea-rs, " and 

worried, about leaving family and friends be- ■ 
hind, c/ Askea, V.e^e you a volunteer for regroupment?"* the 
folJ.ovung responses were typical: d/ 

.... . (A Defector) At the time 'it vas said that ve were volunteers. 

S they- took measures to make’ sure that everyone left. 

At the ttoe. of regroupaent, we had to go. if l had remained, 

' • ^een -arrested. ; .1 believed that I would remain in 

the north two years., ■ 

- ^ a political Officer.' I vent to . the - 

-Horth .Just lt.'.e all. the other combatants in my unit. I believed, 

, tl^. -time, .that, regroupment was’ only tenporaiy, because from . 

..the study sessions on the Geneva Agreement we drew the conclu- 
- the general- election! 

(a pa) 2 ^ political officer7 explained that: we were granted 

. Vietnam north of the ITth parallel now, but in 1956 there would h-: 

■ o General election and ve would regain the South and be reunited 
- . With our fam^ies. Because of interest end curiosity and the 

^portmity to travel, everj-one was happy. They thought they 
, would be. there in the Korth only two years and then would be able 
-to return .to their hemes. . 


a/ KMto, op. cit '.; 27. 35 . 
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